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HAFL Library 

Introduction to literature search 
 
Academic literature is indispensable in academia. Indeed, academic work usually begins and ends 
with one or more academic texts. Academic work is thus to a large extent work with academic texts. 
In order to judge whether a text is academic, its source must be critically examined. This includes the 
following aspects: 
 
• Does the text have an academic (annotation) system (footnotes, endnotes, references)? 
• Is its content verifiable, objective, neutrally formulated, understandable? Are approaches and 

sources disclosed? 
• Where, i.e. in which journal, by which publisher, on which server, is the text published?  

Is the journal, publisher or server known, recognised and trustworthy? 
• Is the text referenced in bibliographic databases (e.g. Ovid, Web of Science, etc.)? 
 
This introduction deals with the structured and systematic search for academic literature, especially in 
the HAFL teaching and research fields of agricultural, forest and food sciences. 
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0.) Searching: what? how? where? 

Before you start the search, you need to answer the following questions: 

• What am I searching for?  

 Formulate the question and define search terms, expanding or restricting them as required 

 Specify the language(s) of the literature sought and the search terms 

 Determine publication form(s): book, journal article, encyclopaedia article, etc.; print or 

online? 

• How do I search? 

 Clarify (‘Help’) and test search options in the respective database  

 Note the language(s) of the search terms and change them if necessary 

 Use Boolean operators (be aware of different notation, use parentheses if necessary): 

 

 
 Truncate search terms (be aware of different notation: *, ? etc.) to increase the number of or 

to get more complete search results 

 Use phrase search (" ... ") 

NB: For most databases, the phrase needs to placed in double quotation marks 
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• Where do I search? 

 
 

1.) Swisscovery – the discovery tool 

Swisscovery is the national research platform that makes academic information from around 470 aca-
demic libraries in Switzerland, including the HAFL library, easily accessible and easy to find. 
Swisscovery https://swisscovery.bfh.ch lists over 40 million media, some of which can be ordered for 
loan via the SLSP courier. The prerequisite for borrowing is registration as a user https://registra-
tion.slsp.ch/?iz=bfh 
 
 

 
 
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/ :  
Enter your search terms (in English, German or French), restrict search results by means of filters, sort 
search results, get location information: 
 

Type Description Verification /  
Contents 

Access Example 

Discovery tool  joint research platform 
of Swiss academic 
libraries  

books, book 
chapters, 
journals, 
journal articles  

free swisscovery 

Bibliographic 
database 

subject-specific 
database (mostly 
private-sector 
providers) with 
abstracts, sometimes 
also full texts 

journal 
articles, grey 
literature 

Consortium Ovid (CAB 
Abstracts 
etc.), Web 
of Science 

Meta-catalogue/ 
-tool 

combines various 
library catalogues 
and/or databases 

‘anything and 
everything’ 

free LIVIVO 

Online journal  online issue/archive 
(mostly publisher-
specific) 

journal articles Consortium Journal of 
Animal  
Science 

Log in to access 
your user account 

Select  
language  

https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/
https://registration.slsp.ch/?iz=bfh
https://registration.slsp.ch/?iz=bfh
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/
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If a document is not available in the HAFL library, it can be ordered by courier to the HAFL library free 
of charge. To do this, expand the search and search swisscovery throughout Switzerland. 
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2.) Bibliographic databases 

Subject-specific databases index relevant academic documents, especially journal articles, 
contributions to anthologies and grey literature, according to certain formal and content-related 
criteria ( bibliographic databases) and make them partly accessible in full text ( full text 
databases). Some of these databases are freely accessible, while others are operated by commercial 
providers and are subject to a fee. 
 
The Consortium of Swiss Academic Libraries (‘Consortium’; https://consortium.ch/?lang=en), which 
includes all cantonal universities, the ETH Domain, all universities of applied sciences, several 
universities of teacher education, the Swiss National Library and other secondary partners from 
publicly funded institutions in Switzerland, has licensed numerous databases and online journals for 
its Consortium partners. Thus, from the computer networks of the Swiss universities of applied 
sciences, around 70 databases and 17,000 electronic journals are freely accessible in full text (see 
https://fher.swissuniversities.ch/en/services/e-resources-uasas/). 
 

2a.) Ovid 

Ovid is a natural-, technical-, medical-, and social-science search platform operated by Wolters Kluwer 
Health which allows you to search multiple databases, including AGRICOLA, CAB Abstracts, Food 
Science and Technology Abstracts (FSTA). 
 
Access is via http://ovidsp.ovid.com/autologin.html. A selection of the databases available: 
 
 

 
 

• AGRICOLA: U.S. National Agricultural Library 
• CAB Abstracts: Centre for Agricultural Bioscience 

International (CABI), ‘covers the significant research 
and development literature in the fields of agricul-
ture, forestry, human health and nutrition, animal 
health, and the management and conservation of 
natural resources’ 

• Food Science and Technology Abstracts (FSTA): 
‘essential source of information on food science, 
food technology, and human nutrition’ 

https://consortium.ch/?lang=en
https://fher.swissuniversities.ch/en/services/e-resources-uasas/
http://ovidsp.ovid.com/autologin.html
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Search results are displayed below the search screen and can be restricted and/or sorted: 
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By clicking on ‘Full Text’ or ‘Library Holdings’, you can check whether the document is available 
online in full text or in swisscovery (NB: Deactivate your pop-up blocker!): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If no full text is available and if clicking on ‘Library Holdings’ does not yield any result, it is always 
worth checking whether there is a Consortium licence for the journal in which the article in question 
has appeared: https://fher.swissuniversities.ch/en/services/e-resources-uasas/resources-by-
document-type/journals/. 
 

 

https://fher.swissuniversities.ch/en/services/e-resources-uasas/resources-by-document-type/journals/
https://fher.swissuniversities.ch/en/services/e-resources-uasas/resources-by-document-type/journals/
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2b.) Web of Science 

The Web of Science is a multidisciplinary bibliographic database with several sub-databases. 
 

 
 
 
To restrict and sort search results:  
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Show bibliographic data and abstract: 
 

 
 
 
By clicking on ‘OvidLinkSolver’, you can check whether the document is available online in full text or 
in swisscovery (NB: Deactivate your pop-up blocker!): 
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3.) Meta-catalogues/-tools 

Meta-tools allow you to search several library catalogues and/or databases – and in some cases, also 
the World Wide Web – at the same time. Since these data stocks are very different and therefore not 
necessarily equally accessible or searchable, the search options are limited compared to individual 
library catalogues or databases. As a consequence, the search results are not always reliable. 

3a.) LIVIVO 

LIVIVO (https://www.livivo.de; formerly Medpilot/Greenpilot) is an interdisciplinary search engine for 
the life sciences (medicine, health, nutrition, environmental and agricultural sciences). Thanks to a 
specially developed search technology, it enables simultaneous searching of 55 million entries in 
library catalogues, bibliographic databases, journals etc. 
 
To restrict and sort search results:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3b.) Google Scholar 

Google Scholar (https://scholar.google.com) searches for academic literature and, according to its 
own statements, identifies ‘the most important works in the field of academic research’. Since it does 
not disclose which sources it searches, Google Scholar is not a fully-fledged research tool, especially 
not for inexperienced users. Nevertheless, it is ‘right enough often enough’ (see König and Nentwich 
2010:32; Nentwich and König 2012:113ff).

https://www.livivo.de/
https://scholar.google.com/
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Configure library links  ‘Berner Fachhochschule - Check access to full text’: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To restrict search results and to access online full texts or print documents, click on ‘More’  ‘Check 
for full text’: 
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Further reading: 
 
• Castellanos MdM, 2012. La recherche d'information et le travail documentaire. Nathan, Paris, 143 

S. (Call number HAFL library: 03 CAST). 
• Franke F, Kempe H, Klein A, Rumpf L, Schüller-Zwierlein A, 2014. Schlüsselkompetenzen: Literatur 

recherchieren in Bibliotheken und Internet (2. Aufl.). Metzler, Stuttgart, 161 S. (Call number HAFL 
library: 03 FRAN). 

• König R, Nentwich M, 2010. Google, Google Scholar und Google Books in der Wissenschaft. 
Steckbrief III im Rahmen des Projekts Interactive Science. Institut für Technikfolgen-Abschätzung. 
Institut für Technikfolgen-Abschätzung (ITA), Wien, 61 S., http://epub.oeaw.ac.at/ita/ita-
projektberichte/d2-2a52-3.pdf [16.08.2018]. 

• Meckel M, 2012. Vom Golem zum Googlem. Über die unsichtbare Verwandlung des Ich durch 
kommunikationstechnische Hilfsmittel. Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 11.06.2012, S. 35, 
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/feuilleton/uebersicht/vom-golem-zum-googlem-1.17219430 
[16.08.2018]. 

• Medzegue M'akuè J, 2009. La méthodologie documentaire comme base d'un travail scientifique. 
Recherche d'informations, rédaction scientifique, présentation du travail final. L'Harmattan, Paris, 
150 S. (Call number HAFL library: 03 MEDZ). 

• Müller R, Plieninger J, Rapp C, 2013. Recherche 2.0. Finden und Weiterverarbeiten in Studium und 
Beruf. Springer VS, Wiesbaden, 140 S. (Call number HAFL library: 03 MULL). 

• Nentwich M, König R, 2012. Cyberscience 2.0. Research in the age of digital social networks. 
Campus, Frankfurt a. M, 237 S. (Call number HAFL library: 001 NENT). 

• Niedermair K, 2010. Recherchieren und dokumentieren. Der richtige Umgang mit Literatur im 
Studium. UVK Verlagsgesellschaft, Konstanz, 208 S. (Call number HAFL library: 03 NIED). 

• Pochet B, 2005. Méthodologie documentaire. Rechercher, consulter, rédiger à l'heure d'internet? 
(2. Aufl.). De Boeck Université, Bruxelles, 200 S. (Call number HAFL library: 03 POCH). 

• Scheiner A, 2013. Erfolgreich recherchieren - Biowissenschaften. De Gruyter Saur, Berlin, 90 S. 
(Call number HAFL library: 03 SCHE). 

• Stoetzer M, 2012. Erfolgreich recherchieren. Pearson, München, 174 S. (Call number HAFL library: 
03 STOE). 

 
 
 

Have any questions or suggestions? Need help or support with literature searches for your written 
work?  Please contact the library team (+41 31 910 22 21, biblio.hafl@bfh.ch)! 

 
 
 
 

 

https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990075761470205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990101726990205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990101726990205513
http://epub.oeaw.ac.at/ita/ita-projektberichte/d2-2a52-3.pdf
http://epub.oeaw.ac.at/ita/ita-projektberichte/d2-2a52-3.pdf
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/feuilleton/uebersicht/vom-golem-zum-googlem-1.17219430
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990076254460205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990097922910205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990066834280205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990060536280205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990051326660205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990097567540205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990073367410205513
https://swisscovery.bfh.ch/permalink/41SLSP_BFH/af9luq/alma990073367410205513
mailto:biblio.hafl@bfh.ch
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